152 New Perspectives on Yenching University, 1916 University, -1952 demise of HYI's humanities programs and the Christian colleges in China shocked many Western/American missionary educators both at home and in the field in the early 1950s. In fact, in the months following the Communist victory, many hoped stability under the new government would provide a new opportunity for them to make contributions to China's modernization. However, the reality was the opposite, which was hard for them to accept and digest. John Leighton Stuart, former president of Yenching University (1919-46) and former U.S. ambassador to China (1946-49) , recalled in 1953-54 that foreigners in China, especially those having roots there, "were loath to believe and slow to admit that the Iron Curtain was being lowered around China, that the Communists wanted none of their works inside the Curtain and meant for them to leave. They have been forced to face the hard facts. They have seen their institutions and enterprises destroyed or taken over. . . . They have found themselves mistreated, squeezed out and, in many cases, forcibly deported." 2 Scholars have not done serious academic research on the demise of U.S.-China cultural and educational interactions in the 1950s. Some pointed out that the Chinese Communist policies toward American educational work in China in the transitional New Democracy era had ambiguities that might offer a space for American educational enterprises to continue in China, had not the Korean War come along in the early 1950s. Others highlighted the impact of the interactions of a series of complicated factors both before and after the Korean War on the fate of the China Christian colleges. 3 More and more scholars have tended to adopt an inevitability thesis. They contended that the continuities of Chinese Communist policies toward the United States/American educational enterprises in China in the 1940s and 1950s foreshadowed the final demise of these enterprises. The expulsion of
